
Abstract:  Building on results of Beilinson, Deligne and Goncharov have constructed a version of the 
fundamental group of an open subset U of the projective line as a algebraic group object in the category 
of mixed Tate motives over a number field k. One can think of this as the Malcev completion of the 
topological fundamental group endowed with an action of the Tannaka group of the category of mixed 
Tate motives over k. Together with Esnault, we have seen how to identify the resulting semi-direct 
product group as the Tannaka group of the category of mixed Tate motives over U. In other words, a 
mixed Tate motive over U is just a local system on U of mixed Tate motives over k.
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